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Following Montana’s thrilling win over Appalachian 
State in last year’s Football Championship Series semi-
finals, I had a memorable encounter with a prominent 
university official. As players and fans made snow an-
gels down on the field, I headed for the top floor of the 
Adams Center for the post-game press conference. As I 
lumbered up the stairs, rubbing my cold hands together, 
I saw a man racing up the stairs behind me. I had about 
a full flight on him, but he caught up, which amazed me, 
because this guy appeared more suited for a recliner 
than taking stairs two at a time. As he caught me, he 
proceeded to say—without breaking stride—“What a 
game! That was fantastic!” as he put his open palm up in 
the air. I confusedly raised my hand. He slapped it. Then 
two steps later he was gone through the door to the con-
ference room, giggly and running over and talking to 
everyone he saw, moving more fluidly than the old guy 
from the Six Flags commercials. It was at that moment, 
when I saw everyone address the man, that I realized 
that I had just high-fived the president of the University. 
As George Dennison prepares to depart his posi-
tion, Griz athletics will have to learn to cope with los-
ing one of its biggest fans. While many will dissect 
Dennison’s history of budgetary and academic poli-
cies from now until Royce Engstrom takes office on 
Oct. 15, Dennison’s success with the athletic depart-
ment is unquestioned. Since Dennison’s hiring in 
1990, Montana athletics have soared to never before 
seen heights. 
During his 20 years at the helm of the University 
— competition-wise — Montana has never been bet-
ter. Leading the charge is the success of the football 
program. During Dennison’s tenure, the football team 
won two national championships, 15 Big Sky Confer-
ence titles and compiled a ridiculous 213-57 record. 
That success, although not quite as extraordinary, was 
Farwell to Dennison:
A sports take
by Tyson Alger, Sports Editor
translated to Montana’s other big programs: the bas-
ketball teams. In those 20 years, the men’s team com-
piled a 356-246 record while the women’s team domi-
nated to the tune of a 431-137 record. 
Obviously Dennison has had more important 
things to deal with over the years than the sports 
teams, but athletic director Jim O’Day said Dennison 
had a large presence in the department. 
“Some presidents don’t have a handle in intercolle-
giate athletics,” O’Day said. “George isn’t one of those 
people. He understands the importance to the univer-
sity and the exposure it creates for the city of Missoula 
and state of Montana.”
O’Day said he and Dennison meet every Monday 
morning, so Dennison can be briefed on the depart-
ment. “He’s one of the biggest fans you’ll ever find. He 
has his finger on the pulse on everything that happens 
in athletics.” 
Now, everything hasn’t been perfect in those 20 
years. There have been numerous run-ins with the 
law among various sports programs, and he leaves the 
university as the athletic department finds itself in fi-
nancial uncertainty. 
But when it comes to having a president who truly 
bleeds Grizzly maroon, the University will be hard- 
pressed to ever replace the one who left my palm 
stinging red last December.
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
For the first time in nearly a genera-
tion, the Montana Grizzlies will try to 
stop an early season losing streak when 
they face-off against the Sacramento State 
Hornets for Homecoming on Saturday at 
Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
Although the game holds a special 
significance for alumni and faculty who 
make the annual trek to visit their alma 
mater, the Griz are just itching to put last 
week behind them and get back to play-
ing in front of the home fans.
“Homecoming is just another game 
for us,” said senior quarterback Andrew 
Selle. “It’s a big deal for the fans and for 
the University, but for us, it’s all about 
us against Sac State Saturday afternoon. 
We’re backed into a little bit of a corner 
and it’s exciting that we’re coming home.” 
In recent years, the Griz (0-1, 1-2) have 
become a team that is used to putting up 
grandiose stats and records. However, 
they are quickly finding themselves on 
the wrong side of history after their sec-
ond loss in as many weeks.
The loss to Eastern Washington last 
Saturday marked the first time since 
2002 that the Griz have lost back-to-back 
games in the regular season.
More so, it is the first time since 1992 
that the Griz head into their fourth game 
of the year with a losing record. That year, 
the Griz finished 6-5 under Don Read.
No one is expecting the Griz to fin-
ish with the same record this year, but if 
Montana wants to chalk up a win against 
the Hornets (1-0, 2-1), holding on to the 
football would certainly help.
Against Eastern Washington, Mon-
tana fumbled the ball seven times.
“I think six turnovers, and then you 
add 11 penalties, that’s hard to dig out of 
that,” said Griz head coach Robin Pflu-
grad. “I was very proud of our players. 
That they did exactly that and had oppor-
tunities down the stretch – in the fourth 
quarter – that’s really what you want to 
have in any game you play.”
In their last two games, the Griz have 
turned over the ball 10 times and racked 
up 193 yards in penalties.  While Pflugrad 
may not agree with all the penalty calls, 
it’s hard to overlook the Grizzlies’ tenden-
cy to put the ball on the turf.
“Obviously you never agree with all 
the calls. You never do, you never will, 
and that’s [part] of being a human being,” 
Pflugrad said. “There were a few things 
that caused us some tough, tough field 
position. … We had 15 first downs [inside 
our own] 20 [yard line] and it was hard to 
dig out of that part. And then on top of 
the turnovers, it was a matter of turning 
the field over, them having a short field 
and us having a long field all afternoon.”
Because of their recent slump, the Griz 
have plummeted from the No. 1 rank-
ing all the way to No. 14 in a span of two 
weeks. In fact, following the loss at East-
ern, Montana isn’t even the top ranked 
team in the Big Sky conference.  
The Eagles jumped from the No. 18 
spot to No. 9 with their win over the Griz.
While the Grizzlies are reeling, the 
Hornets are rolling.
After taking a 52-17 opening day beat-
ing at the hands of Football Bowl Subdivi-
sion member Stanford, Sacramento State 
is coming off a pair of victories over West-
ern Oregon and No. 21 Weber State.
Last week, the Hornets piled up 244 
rushing yards on the Wildcats en route to 
the dramatic 24-17 triumph.
Junior running back Bryan Hilliard 
gashed Weber State for 136 yards and 
one touchdown and will likely be the fo-
cal point of the Hornets’ offense. That of-
fense faces a Grizzly defense that gave up 
305 all-purpose yards to Eastern running 
back Taiwan Jones.
“[Jones] posed some problems for us, 
as you guys saw,” said sophomore line-
backer Jordan Tripp, “but this running 
back coming in here [this week], he’s re-
ally good as well, and we’re going to have 
our hands full containing him.”
Hilliard will be making his first ap-
pearance against the Grizzlies since 2008. 
In that game he managed to grind out 96 
yards on the ground while the Hornets 
were steamrolled 43-7. The running back 
sat out the entire 2009 season after receiv-
ing surgical operations on his shoulders.
Although the Grizzlies’ current record 
is subpar, having a Homecoming game 
Griz look to regroup against Hornets
against Sacramento State is as close to a 
guaranteed victory as possible.
The Griz are 15-0 against the Hornets 
and have not lost a Homecoming game 
since falling to Eastern 27-21 in 1992.
“It’s always great coming back home,” 
Tripp said. “Our fan base here is tremen-
dous, and I love coming out there to a full 
stadium – as our whole team does. But 
like Andrew [Selle] said, it’s just another 
game for us, and this is a pretty big game. 
Like he said earlier, we’re backed into a 
corner. 
“We got to make sure we pay attention 
to detail this week — know our stuff and 
when we come out we’re ready to go on 
Saturday and get off to a fast start.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu 
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Grizzly cornerback Trumaine Johnson (2) delivers a hit on Western State quarterback Tyler 
Daniels in Montana’s season opener earlier this season.
Troy Warzocha
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iard said. “[Coaches] say the 
best man is going to be on the 
field, so for me to be the best 
man, I had to show and prove 
that my shoulders were fine 
and I could carry the load.”
In the Hornets’ win last week 
over former No. 21 ranked We-
ber State, Hilliard certainly 
showed that his shoulders are 
at full strength. 
Sacramento State pounded 
the ball all afternoon, rushing 
for 244 yards on 51 carries. To 
no one’s surprise, Hilliard led 
the way, carrying the ball 32 
times for 136 yards. 
“We lost Curtis Shaw – our 
running back from the pre-
vious week, so Bryan [Hill-
iard] had to take on a little 
bit more of a load this past 
game, and I thought he did a 
nice job with playing it all the 
way through and getting stron-
ger as the game went on,” Sper-
beck said. “That’s kind of been 
his forte as a player here in the 
past. The more you can get him 
the ball late in the game, he 
gets stronger.”
After a year in which Hill-
iard learned how to truly ap-
preciate the game he loves, the 
slick California-native is back 
and giving defensive coordina-
tors fits once again.
WHEN A player has surgery, it’s a true test of character. 
Major injuries test a player’s 
courage, patience and dedica-
tion. 
“I think any kid that has his 
football taken away from him 
that has such a passion — has 
a strong passion like Bryan 
[Hilliard] does — it hurts you,” 
Sperbeck said. “It’s frustrating, 
and you go through those ups 
and downs a little bit, but … I 
thought he was very resilient in 
his ability to stick with it and 
work through it. I’m sure last 
year was a hard year for him, 
but he did a good job in getting 
himself ready to play this sea-
son.”
Many players never make it 
back onto the field; some play 
again but aren’t the same, and 
even fewer play as if they never 
left.
In Hilliard’s case, he knows 
that all it takes is one hit, and 
he plays every game as if it 
were his last.
“I don’t worry about [rein-
juring my shoulder],” Hilliard 
said. “If you play scared, you 
get hurt. That’s how I’ve always 
been. So I don’t play scared.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
I had no idea.”
Despite the surprise diagno-
sis, Hilliard rationalized that 
the rotator cuff injury had to 
be something from his high 
school days that “just didn’t 
heal right”.
Hilliard earned a spot on 
the all-conference second team 
in 2008.
“I felt sad because I had to 
sit out,” Hilliard said. “I didn’t 
know what was going to hap-
pen.”
What did happen was Hill-
iard went under the knife and 
was forced to watch the Hor-
nets stumble to a 5-6 record.
The news may have been 
devastating, and the prog-
nosis may have not been 
spectacular, but in Hilliard’s 
mind, he was going to re-
claim his spot as the Hornets’ 
featured back whether anyone 
believed him or not.
“I knew I’d be back on the 
football field,” Hilliard said. “It 
was just a matter of when.”
Just as when he’s eluding 
defenders, Hilliard hit rehab at 
full speed and gained enough 
strength to take part in light 
practices by the end of the 2009 
season.
“He’s always been a hard 
worker, and I think he was 
faced with a little bit of adver-
sity there with not being able to 
play last year,” said Sacramen-
to State head coach Marshall 
Sperbeck. “Everybody’s tested 
in this game at some point, and 
I think he stepped up to that 
test in the way he rehabilitated 
and stayed with the program 
and continued to work.”  
Although getting back on 
the field after two shoulder 
surgeries is difficult for even 
the most ardent rehab partici-
pant, Hilliard has never had it 
easy.
AFTER graduating from nearby Laguna Creek High School, Hilliard 
wasn’t heavily recruited but 
made the Hornets’ roster as a 
true freshman.
The start of Hilliard’s ca-
reer was rocky. Three 
games into his college ca-
reer, he had one carry for three 
yards.
However, in the final eight 
games, the local proved his 
mettle by racking up 823 yards 
on 153 carries and was named 
to the honorable mention all-
conference squad. 
The following year, Hilliard 
ran for 1,082 yards and estab-
lished himself as the Hornets’ 
top offensive weapon. 
Even with his tremendous 
contributions to Sacramento 
State’s program, there was no 
guarantee that when he made 
it back onto the field he would 
once again be starting in the 
backfield.
“I had to work for it,” Hill-
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HE’S BIG, he’s fast, and despite playing only four full games since 
the beginning of the 2009 sea-
son, Sacramento State’s run-
ning back Bryan Hilliard could 
be the best player on the field 
when the Hornets face off 
against the No. 14 Grizzlies on 
Saturday.
As Hilliard makes his way 
into Washington-Grizzly Sta-
dium for the second time in his 
career, he has re-emerged as 
an integral part of a revamped 
and reinvigorated Hornet of-
fense.
“He can [run], and he can 
run you over,” said Griz head 
coach Robin Pflugrad. “He 
does both things well.”
It’s still early in the season, 
but Hilliard’s 271 yards on 63 
carries have brought him back 
near the top of the conference 
leader board. Currently, the 
versatile back is the fifth lead-
ing rusher in the Big Sky.
Although he makes it look 
easy with punishing runs and 
devastating cuts, in football, all 
it takes is just one hit to derail 
a career.
Hilliard’s scare came in the 
second game of the 2009 sea-
son after he took a hit during 
the first half of a game against 
Colorado State. The running 
back didn’t play in the second 
half, wrapping up his ailing 
left shoulder and going to get 
an MRI after the heartbreaking 
23-20 defeat.
Following the scan, the re-
sults were far from encourag-
ing. Hilliard had torn the la-
brum in his left shoulder and 
would have to undergo season-
ending surgery.  
However, more bad news 
was yet to come.
Without any sign of pain or 
discomfort, Hilliard’s rotator 
cuff in his right shoulder was 
also badly damaged and re-
quired surgery.
“I had no idea that it was 
hurting until I got an MRI on 
my left shoulder,” Hilliard 
said. “And I went to get one on 
my right shoulder to see if that 
was fine as well, and I found 
out that it also needed surgery. 
The return of Bryan Hilliard: 
After injury, Sac State back carries no fear
Troy Warzocha
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1, CJ Atkins, WR, 6-2, 210, JR, ENCINO, CA
2, Trumaine Johnson, CB, 6-3, 197, JR, STOCKTON, CA
3, Antwon Moutra, WR, 6-2, 188, JR, CARSON, CA
4, Erik Stoll, S, 6-2, 203, SR, SANDPOINT, ID
5, Donny Lisowski, CB, 5-11, 195, JR, SEATTLE, WA
6, Aaron Roberts, WR, 5-11, 170, FR, SPOKANE, WA
7, Jeff Larson, WR, 6-4, 210, SR, CUT BANK, MT
8, Sam Gratton, WR, 6-0, 197, SO, BILLINGS, MT
9, Mike McCord, CB, 6-0, 195, JR, PHOENIX, AZ
10, Jordan Johnson, QB, 6-1, 185, FR, EUGENE, OR
11, Brandon Dodson, CB, 5-8, 170, SR, TULARE, CA
12, Andrew Selle, QB, 6-2, 219, SR, BILLINGS, MT
13, Josh Pelczar, CB, 5-9, 180, FR, BILLINGS, MT
14, D.J. Zapata, QB, 6-3, 175, FR, SAN MARCOS, CA
16, Jabin Sambrano, WR, 5-11, 170, JR, TEMECULA, CA
17, Gerald Kemp, QB, 6-2, 215, SO, SAN DIEGO, CA
18, Justin Roper, QB, 6-6, 215, SR, BUFORD, GA
19, Shay Smithwick-Hann, QB, 6-4, 210, FR, KALISPELL, MT
20, Houston Roots, CB, 5-10, 185, JR, RIO LINDA, CA
21, Jimmy Wilson, CB, 5-11, 185, SR, SAN DIEGO, CA
23, Cam Warren, WR, 5-6, 170, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
24, Steven Rominger, S, 5-10, 185, FR, MISSOULA, MT
25, Marlin Miles, CB, 5-9, 170, SO, PORTLAND, OR
26, Jordan Canada, RB, 5-9, 172, FR, WEST COVINA, CA
27, Sean Murray, CB, 6-1, 190, FR, CORONA, CA
28, Peter Nyguen, RB, 5-8, 175, SO, BELLEVUE, WA
29, Bryce Carver, WR, 6-1, 170, SO, DILLON, MT
30, Bo Tulley, S, 6-2, 185, FR, SPOKANE, WA
31, Andrew Badger, S, 5-11, 210, JR, ELMER, NJ
32, Alex Shaw, LB, 6-1, 232, JR, SPOKANE, WA
33, Brett Kirschner, RB, 5-10, 207, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
34, Chase Reynolds, RB, 6-0, 195, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
35, Dan Moore, RB, 5-11, 225, JR, TUCSON, AZ
36, Houston Stockton, S, 5-10, 165, SR, SPOKANE, WA
37, Carson Bender, DT, 6-4, 280, SR, DEER LODGE, MT
38, Russell Schey, K, 6-2, 185, SO, BILLINGS, MT
39, Lance Carl, RB, 5-11, 190, FR, MISSOULA, MT
40, Caleb McSurdy, LB, 6-1, 245, JR, BOISE, ID
42, Ty Timmer, LB, 6-2, 205, FR, GREAT FALLS, MT
43, Brooks Nuanez, S, 6-2, 205, FR, MISSOULA, MT
44, Jordan Tripp, LB, 6-2, 210, SO, MISSOULA, MT
45, Beau Donaldson, RB, 6-1, 233, JR, MISSOULA, MT
46, Clay Pierson, S, 6-3, 212, FR, TWIN BRIDGES, MT
47, Severin Campbell, DE, 6-4, 210, SR, GOLDEN, CO
48, Jake Raynock, OL, 6-2, 255, SO, BILLINGS, MT
50, Bryan Waldhauser, DT, 6-4, 242, JR, WORDEN, MT
51, Chris Bradford, DT, 6-2, 255, FR, SAN BERNARDINO, CA
52, John Kanongata’a, LB, 5-11, 218, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
53, Josh Stuberg, LB, 6-2, 216, SO, HELENA, MT
54, Trevor Rehm, LB, 6-3, 210, FR, DILLON, MT
55, Taylor Tuliaupupu, LB, 6-0, 225, FR, LA VERNE, CA
56, Brock Coyle, LB, 6-2, 215, JR, BOZEMAN, MT
57, Charles Burton, G, 6-5, 310, SO, LONG BEACH, CA
58, Zach Wagenmann, DE, 6-3, 210, FR, MISSOULA, MT
59, Tyrone Duncan, DT, 6-2, 300, JR, WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA
60, Blake Lebeau, OT, 6-5, 285, SO, UNION CITY, CA
61, Shawn Bradshaw, G, 6-3, 240, FR, MISSOULA, MT
62, Eric Pietrowski, C, 6-4, 270, FR, FRESNO, CA
63, Brett Brauer, G, 6-2, 260, FR, MISSOULA, MT
66, Russell Piette, OL, 6-4, 310, SR, VANCOUVER, WA
68, Stephen Sabin, G, 6-4, 305, JR, CHANDLER, AZ
69, Race Sciabica, K, 5-11, 190, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
70, Jeremy Lapan, OT, 6-5, 285, JR, SANTA ANA, CA
71, Alex Verlanic, C, 6-2, 282, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
72, Trevor Poole, DT, 6-5, 275, FR, SPOKANE, WA
74, Jon Opperud, OT, 6-7, 305, JR, MILWAUKIE, OR
75, William Poehls, OT, 6-8, 305, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
76, Danny Kistler, OT, 6-8, 335, FR, SEATTLE, WA
77, Jake Hendrickson, G, 6-3, 285, JR, GILBERT, AZ
78, Kyle Kmet, G, 6-5, 271, SO, BONITA, CA
79, Kyle Hofmann, OT, 6-4, 280, FR, ORCAS, WA
80, Sean Haynes WR, 6-3, 183, FR, LOS ANGELES, CA
81, Mitch Saylor, WR, 6-5, 210, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
82, Jacob Haas, TE, 6-5, 225, SO, PORTLAND, OR
83, Brody McKn, K, 6-0, 194, JR, A C, NJ
84, Cj Hatchett, WR, 6-3, 185, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
85, Austin Reifeis, TE, 6-3, 230, FR, SAMMAMISH, WA
86, Greg Hardy, TE, 6-5, 245, SO, FAIRVIEW, MT
87, Garrett Riggio, DE, 6-3, 230, SO, SCOTTSDALE, AZ
88, Levi Buckles, WR, 6-2, 215, SO, POST FALLS, ID
89, Rob Overton, TE, 6-6, 240, SR, SAN LEANDRO, CA
90, Ryan Fetherston, DE, 6-4, 218, JR, EAST HELENA, MT
91, Bobby Alt, DE, 6-3, 260, JR, ONTARIO, CA
92, Alex Bienemann, DT, 6-2, 275, FR, DENVER, CO
93, Braydon Schilling, DT, 6-2, 270, JR, GILLETTE, WY
94, Sean Wren, P, 6-6, 210, JR, YORBA LINDA, CA
95, Tonga Takai, DT, 6-2, 295, FR, WAIPAHU, HI
96, Josh Harris, DE, 6-5, 231, SO, KALISPELL, MT
97, Tonio Celotto, DT, 6-2, 305, JR, OAKLAND, CA
98, Ben Hughes, DT, 6-0, 285, JR, GRANTS PASS, OR
99, Tyler Hobbs, DT, 6-4, 265, SR, SPOKANE, WA
Offense:
Andrew Selle-QB
Chase Reynolds-RB
Jabin Sambrano-WR
Sam Gratton-WR
Antwon Moutra-WR
Greg Hardy-TE
Jon Operud-LT
Stephen Sabin-LG
Alex Verlanic-C
Russell Plette-RG
Charles Burton-RT
Brody McKnight-K
Defense:
Trumaine Johnson-CB
Brandon Dodson-CB
Bobby Alt-DE
Tyler Hobbs-DT
Bryan Waldhauser-NT
Ryan Fetherston-DE
Jordan Tripp-LB
Caleb McSurdy-LB
Alex Shaw-LB
Erik Stoll-SS
Mike McCord-FS
Sean Wren-P
Starting Linups
Antwon Moutra
The transfer from UCLA has 
been integrated into the Griz-
zlies receiving game, catching 
nine passes in the last two 
losses, netting 132 yards and 
one touchdown. The 6-2, 
188-pound junior pro-
vides depth in an already 
stocked Montana 
receiving 
corps. 
Trumaine Johnson
Johnson opened scoring with 
an interception return for a 
touchdown during last week’s 
loss to Eastern Washington. 
The pick-six was his second 
of the season and could 
help a turnover-prone 
offense. Johnson led 
the team last week 
with five solo tackles.
Players to Watch
Montana
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1, Brandyn Reed, WR, 6-4, 185, SR, WINDSOR, CA
2, Evander Wilkins, CB, 5-7, 175, JR, SACRAMENTO, CA
3, Corey Sims, CB, 5-9, 165, FR, UPLAND, CA
4, Zach Schrader, CB, 6-1, 195, SR, ISSAQUAH, WA
5, Pete Murdaca, QB, 6-1, 210, JR, LODI, CA
5, Curtis Shaw, RB, 5-11, 195, JR, STOCKTON, CA
6, Kyle Brooks, CB, 5-9, 180, FR, PALMDALE, CA
7, Kyle Monson, CB, 5-6, 170, JR, SAUGUS, CA
8, Jake Croxdale, RB, 5-6, 190, JR, NAPA, CA
9, McLeod Bethel-Thompson, QB, 6-3, 
230, SR, SAN FRANCISCO, CA
10, David Coleman, DT, 6-2, 220, JR, PALMDALE, CA
11, David Black, WR, 6-5, 190, FR, PIEDMONT, CA
12, Garrett Safron, QB, 6-1, 190, FR, SANTA MONICA, CA
13, Morris Norrise, WR, 6-1, 170, FR, BERKELEY, CA
14, Brett Willis, WR, 6-3, 215, SR, BAKERSFIELD, CA
15, Ronald Richardson, WR, 5-10, 210, SR, SACRAMENTO, CA
16, Matt Larson, WR, 6-2, 200, SR, SANTA ROSA, CA
17, John Hendershott, WR, 6-2, 195, SR, CONCORD, CA
18, Jeff Fleming, QB, 6-4, 187, JR, FULLERTON, CA
19, Dominic Carmazzi, QB, 6-2, 205, FR, SACRAMENTO, CA
20, Jay Reddic, CB, 5-7, 170, SR, RANCHO CORDOVA, CA
21, Ronald Douglas, RB, 5-11, 190, FR, RIALTO, CA
22, Corey Vanderbeek, CB, 5-9, 175, FR, GRANITE BAY, CA
23, Robert Beale, CB, 6-1, 170, FR, TURLOCK, CA
24, Sam McCowan, RB, 5-7, 170, SO, OXNARD, CA
25, Deionte Gordon, CB, 6-1, 200, JR, SEASIDE, CA
27, Taylor Kendall, CB, 5-9, 195, JR, FAIRFIELD, CA
28, Dana Willis, CB, 6-1, 180, SR, SACRAMENTO, CA
29, Dexter Alcala, CB, 5-10, 175, FR, TRACY, CA
30, Sedale Hunter, CB, 6-1, 180, FR, ELK GROVE, CA
31, Markell Williams, CB, 5-9, 175, FR, VACAVILLE, CA
32, Osagie Odiase, CB, 5-10, 170, FR, SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA
33, Nate Jones, CB, 5-9, 185, SR, SACRAMENTO, CA
34, Bryan Hilliard, RB, 5-11, 205, JR, SACRAMENTO, CA
35, Terrence McDonald, CB, 6-1, 190, FR, STOCKTON, CA
37, Marquese Smith, CB, 5-9, 185, JR, SACRAMENTO, CA
38, Augie Heath, K, 5-11, 175, JR, CHICO, CA
39, Joe Larche, CB, 6-1, 205, JR, HAYWARD, CA
40, Peter Buck, LB, 6-1, 225, SR, VACAVILLE, CA
41, James Bobak, TE, 6-2, 235, SO, ROSEVILLE, CA
42, Cody Allen, LB, 6-1, 235, FR, ROHNERT PARK, CA
43, Jarred Pereira, DT, 5-11, 235, SR, AMERICAN CANYON, CA
44, Jeff Badger, LB, 5-11, 230, SO, WINDSOR, CA
45, Stephen Tezanos-Pinto, RB, 6-1, 230, JR, SACRAMENTO, CA
46, Chris Diniz, K, 5-9, 195, SR, ESCALON, CA
47, DJ Maciel, TE, 6-4, 255, FR, HANFORD, CA
48, Henry Fernandez, LB, 5-11, 205, FR, OXNARD, CA
49, Damone Jackson, CB, 6-1, 200, JR, SACRAMENTO, CA
50, John Taylor, OL, 6-3, 285, JR, STOCKTON, CA
51, Avery White, DT, 6-1, 245, SO, MANTECA, CA
52, Randey Peterson, LB, 6-1, 190, FR, VACAVILLE, CA
54, Josiah Marshall, LB, 6-1, 190, FR, COMPTON, CA
55, William Fukofuka, DT, 6-3, 290, FR, SAN LEANDRO, CA
60, Matt Shinn, OL, 6-3, 285, FR, ALTA LOMA, CA
62, Matt Lawrence, DT, 5-10, 260, SO, PATTERSON, CA
64, Aaron Gasper, OL, 6-1, 285, SO, SAN LEANDRO, CA
65, Vince Weaver, OL, 6-5, 280, SO, PETALUMA, CA
67, Jaren Harrell, OL, 6-3, 285, SR, QUARTZ HILL, CA
68, Jason Diniz, K, 5-9, 180, FR, ESCALON, CA
69, Maika Maumau, OL, 6-2, 280, JR, ELK GROVE, CA
70, Julio Regla, OL, 6-1, 310, FR, BAKERSFIELD, CA
71, Dustin Pfaff, OL, 5-11, 270, JR, MANTECA, CA
72, Devonte Martin, OL, 6-3, 330, FR, FRESNO, CA
73, Tyler Worthley, OL, 6-3, 320, FR, DUBLIN, CA
74, Derek Stickney, OL, 6-7, 300, FR, PLACENTIA, CA
75, Clay DePauw, OL, 6-3, 280, SO, CROWS LANDING, CA
77, Nate Doverspike, OL, 6-5, 275, JR, CARMICHAEL, CA
78, Dylan Woodfill, OL, 6-5, 250, FR, WILTON, CA
79, Nate Devan, OL, 6-5, 285, FR, TEMECULA, CA
80, Chris Broadnax, WR, 6-3, 205, FR, VACAVILLE, CA
81, Chase Deadder, WR, 6-4, 220, JR, MODESTO, CA
82, Brian McKeon, TE, 6-4, 235, SO, SANTA CLARA, CA
83, Reese Heaslet, TE, 6-3, 250, SO, PETALUMA, CA
84, Justin Chastain, WR, 6-1, 205, JR, AUBURN, CA
85, Jon Krebs, WR, 6-4, 215, SR, GALT, CA
86, Matt Carter, TE, 6-2, 220, SR, CHICO, CA
87, Dylan Lane, WR, 6-2, 195, SR, ROCKLIN, CA
88, Marques White, DT, 6-2, 245, FR, FOLSOM, CA
89, Jemeryn Jenkins, WR, 6-1, 190, FR, ADELANTO, CA
90, Ben Cowger, DT, 6-4, 220, FR, MADERA, CA
91, Todd Davis, DT, 6-1, 225, FR, PALMDALE, CA
93, Marcus Mullins, DT, 6-3, 245, JR, LOS ANGELES, CA
94, Trent Eskew, DT, 6-3, 225, FR, BAKERSFIELD, CA
95, Matt Agaiava, DT, 6-1, 285, JR, LYNWOOD, CA
96, Christian Clark, DT, 6-2, 270, SR, LOS ANGELES, CA
97, Salesi Maumau, TE, 6-1, 240, SR, ELK GROVE, CA
98, Zack Nash, DT, 6-3, 250, JR, VACAVILLE, CA
99, Alesana Laban, DT, 6-1, 295, SO, SACRAMENTO, CA
Offense:
Jeff Fleming-QB
Bryan Hilliard-RB
Brandyn Reed WR
Morris Norrise WR
John Hendershott WR
Brian McKeon TE
John Taylor LT
Maika Maumau LG
Jaren Harrel C
Tyler Worthley RG
Nate Doverspike RT
Chris Diniz-K
Defense: 
Kyle Monson-CB
Marquese Smith-CB
Zack Nash-DE
Matt Agaiava-DT
Chrisitan Clark-DT
David Coleman-DE
Peter Buck-LB
Cody Allen-LB
Jeff Badger-LB
Zach Scharder-S
Delante Gordon-S
Augie Heath-P
Starting Linups
Bryan Hilliard 
Sacramento State’s running back prob-
ably doesn’t pose as big a threat as Tai-
wan Jones, who collected 305 all-pur-
pose yards last Saturday, but he does 
bring Montana’s run defense into public 
eye. The Grizzlies have been outrun in 
the pair of losses. If the Hornets bring 
an offensive-front focused around 
Hilliard, the Griz will hope 
their interception-grabb-
ing defense can make 
stops on the ground.
Peter Buck
The senior linebacker had the 
Grizzlies’ number during last 
year’s matchup. He had 18 tackles 
but could not stop Mon-
tana’s running game, which 
amassed 235 yards. Buck 
will have his hands full on 
Saturday as he once again 
is tasked with stopping 
Montana’s Chase Reynolds. 
Players to Watch
Sacramento State
Montana Kaimin
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THE QUARTERBACK is the natural leader on the football field. He’s the man guiding 
every play, making the deci-
sions and distributing the ball. 
The passer is like 
a coach on the 
g r i d i r o n , 
looked to 
for direc-
tion by all 
players.
But 
Leader(s) of the charge
by A.J. Mazzolini
what happens when there are two of them?
The quarterback carousel has been a topic of 
conversation for Montana football for most of 
the last two seasons with seniors Andrew Selle 
and Justin Roper both suiting at the position.
Selle, a Billings native and starter for the 
second half of last season, rose to the ranks 
of team captain this season. The honor came 
paired with a spot on the Walter Payton 
Award watch list, a spotlight of the best of-
fensive players in the Football Champion-
ship Subdivision. But even that doesn’t mean 
the Griz are a solo quarterback project.
Roper, originally from Buford, Ga., is in 
his second year at Montana after transfer-
ring from the University of Oregon. While he 
was relegated to backup after missing time 
with a concussion last year, the quarterback 
position is wide open again.
And the passers have taken their contin-
ued sharing of duties in stride.
“It’s kind of nice knowing if one of us 
isn’t having the greatest game, the other guy 
can step in and get the job done,” Selle said. 
“When there’s only one guy, and he’s mess-
ing things up, you don’t really have any op-
tions.”
Through three games, Selle isn’t quite 
messing things up, but he’s been far less 
pristine than in 2009. The starter’s comple-
tion percentage has dropped off 10 percent 
— from 63 percent to 53 percent — and he 
has more interceptions (five) than touch-
downs (four).
For now, Montana head coach Robin Pflu-
grad said Selle remains the starter. Despite 
the lackluster numbers, Pflugrad said Selle’s 
leadership and poise in the huddle and on 
the sidelines make him a crucial piece of 
each game.
Having a rather inexperienced line and 
young receiving corps, Pflugrad said a stur-
dy and centered quarterback who knows the 
ins and outs of the program is important to a 
growing offense.
“[Selle] has been here for five seasons 
and been around the block with the Griz-
zlies,” Pflugrad said, “and he did a great 
job last year, so we’re trying to really settle 
him down earlier in the game and make 
some calls that will make him get off to a 
better start.”
Pflugrad’s confidence in Selle as a starter 
leaves Roper in the backup role. Even though 
he has far superior numbers—enough to 
rank him in the top tier in passing efficiency 
in the nation—Roper said playing second 
doesn’t bother him.
“The key to any player on the team is ac-
cepting your role,” Roper said, “and [Selle] 
was voted team captain, which is great be-
cause we need that in a quarterback position. 
So my role is to help him and help the team 
however best I can. If it’s on the sidelines 
cheering him on or giving him information 
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Andrew Selle
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Montana’s quarterbacks face challenges 
of a two QB system
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Justin Roper
that I see, then that’s what I have to do.”
The two have generated a relationship on 
the field as well as on the bench. They work 
together to see eye to eye, despite the fact that 
the 6-foot-6 Roper towers over his 6-foot-2 
counterpart. Roper said pairing the two se-
niors together has benefited the team, giving 
them another set of eyes on the sidelines.
The quarterback who’s out of the action 
acts as a coach, he said, and adds a new per-
spective to what’s going on in the field of 
play. “It’s really helped us with our game 
plan,” Roper said.
Since Roper’s arrival in Montana more than 
a year ago, the passers have learned to tell 
when the other has found a groove. When the 
game quarterback gets into the zone, Roper 
said, they both know to ride it out.
“We’re both very smart players, and we 
can understand when the team is in a rhythm 
and how not to disrupt that,” he said. “An-
drew got in a pretty good rhythm in the third 
quarter last game [against Eastern Washing-
ton], and he played the rest of the game, and 
I’m not one to disrupt that.”
After a Selle-piloted first quarter saw 
three drives stall for two punts and an in-
terception, Selle picked up the pace later in 
the game, throwing a touchdown and nearly 
mounting a comeback in an eventual 36-27 
loss. Seeing Selle get hot in the passing pock-
et, Roper sat for most of the game with only 
two pass attempts.
Roper did take the last snap of the game, a 
fumble that the Eagles took back for a touch-
down. The quarterback had been on the side-
lines for so long, he said he lost step when it 
came to regaining game speed.
“Going in when you haven’t played in a 
while, you’re kind of cold,” Roper said. “And 
getting in that rhythm, that’s really hard for 
me.”
“If it’s a long time since you’ve been on that 
field, you basically have to almost warm up 
and go through that whole process again,” 
Selle added. “It always feels like it’s forever 
on the sidelines, and sometimes it feels like 
it’s so quick when you’re actually playing.”
To stay centered, Selle said he 
runs through each play in his 
head as it’s happening on the 
field. Staying disciplined and 
glued to the action is key. “You 
can’t just check out of the game 
when you come out,” Selle said.
But nothing compares to reps in the 
face of a live defense, he said.
The rhythm of the game is a funny 
thing, Selle added. Sometimes, it takes sev-
eral snaps to get a good feel for things again, 
and other times, the pulse of the game never 
left. 
Coach Pflugrad acknowledges the occa-
sional stall in rhythm, but having two com-
petent throwers puts Montana a shelf above 
most other teams. He said the positives of 
overlapping talent far outweigh any negativ-
ity it may bring.
“Within the system and the physicality of 
the Big Sky Conference, I think you’re going 
to have to have a couple quarterbacks ready 
to go,” Pflugrad said.
But what effect does the constant switch-
ing in the backfield have on the rest of the 
offense?
It’s a conversation the man working closest 
to both Selle and Roper, senior center Alex 
Verlanic, wants no part of. Verlanic and the 
rest of the quarterback protectors on the of-
fensive line have taken a vow of silence until 
they start producing better results.
“We can’t talk until we show we’re worth 
something,” the center from Drummond 
said.
But where the change is most notable is 
for skill position players. Each quarterback 
has his own feel in the pocket and delivery, 
which receivers need to adjust to, said junior 
receiver Jabin Sambrano.
“No, we don’t care,” Sambrano said. “OK, 
let’s be honest. Yes, we care. But at the same 
time, we’re all in this together.… All that 
matters is the win.”
And Selle agreed. Both he and Roper are 
set on doing everything in their power if it 
helps the team snap out of its losing streak.
anthony.mazzolin@umontana.edu
Montana Kaimin
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Montana’s Chase Reynolds has set nu-
merous records over the last two seasons 
with the Griz. Gameday Kaimin will track 
Reynolds this season as he ascends up the 
record books and continues to etch his 
name in Montana history. 
Career Rushing Yards:
4,070 Yohance Humphery, 1998-01 
4,018 Lex Hilliard, 2003-05; 07 
3,271 Chase Reynolds, 2008-Present
Career Touchdowns scored:
52 Lex Hilliard, RB, 2003-05, 07
48 Chase Reynolds, 2008-Present
48 Yohance Humphery, 1998-01 
Tailgating Since – 1993
Rig – Custom school bus “The Griz Rig”
Bill is Gameday’s Fan of the Week because 
of his love affair with Montana football. For 
18 years, the six-foot-five chiropractor has 
driven from the Bitterroot Valley to eat, drink 
and watch football. He likens the weekly 
experience to a party with 500 of his closest 
friends. And if you run into the gentle giant, 
the chances you’ll make a new friend are in 
your favor. The Griz Rig posts up near the 
gates to the north entrance of the stadium 
and packs enough food for hundreds. 
Passing:
Sacramento State:
Jeff Fleming: 29-56 for 417 yards, 3 TD, 2 INT
Montana: 
Andrew Selle: 36-68 for 514, 4 TD, 5 INT
Justin Roper: 25-38 for 334, 5 TD, 1 INT
Rushing:
Sacramento State: 
Brian Hilliard: 63 ATT for 271 yards, 3 TD
Sam McCowan: 13-87, 0 TD
Montana:
Chase Reynolds: 40-186, 1 TD
Gerald Kemp: 10-70, 0 TD
Receiving:
Sacramento State:
Chase Deadder: 10 catches for 
174 yards, 1 TD
Morris Norrise: 8-84, 1 TD
Montana:
Jabin Sambrano: 15-291, 2 TD
Sam Gratton: 12-199, 2 TD
KicK RetuRns:
Sacramento State:
Evander Wilkins: 5 ATT for 126 yards, 34 long
Sam McCowan, 4-95, 34 Long
Montana:
Peter Ngyuen: 11-281, 56 Long
Punt RetuRns:
Sacramento State:
Kyle Monson: 3 for 76, 1 TD, 70 Long
Montana:
Peter Ngyuen: 9 for 159, 0 TD, 45 Long
Fan of the week
Bill McNulty 
of Stevensville
Taylor Anderson
Montana Kaimin
CHASEing       History
Griz Numbers
Around the Big Sky
story by Daniel Mediate
•
•
••
#9 Eastern Washington (2–1) at #18 Mon-
tana State (2–1)
The Eagle-Bobcat matchup is by far the most 
intriguing in the Big Sky this weekend. The teams 
will fight to claim the top of the conference in the 
wake of the Grizzlies’ two-strike loss column.
Eastern Washington features a stellar offense, 
Montana State a formidable defense, and a brawl is 
fated for Saturday’s matchup in Bozeman.
The Eagles are coming off arguably their biggest 
win in school history with their 36-27 defeat of the 
Montana Grizzlies on their new headache-inducing 
red turf.
Eastern is led by the unstoppable running back 
Taiwan Jones, who racked up a career-best 221 
yards and one touchdown, along with Big Sky Con-
ference offensive player of the week honors last 
week–which probably came as no surprise to the 
Griz defense.
The Bobcats, however, are allowing only 18 
points per game and recorded five sacks in their 
blowout win last weekend against Drake. The Cats’ 
offense is beginning to show promise as well, with 
freshman quarterback Denarius McGhee display-
ing an improved level of maturity last weekend.
If there is ever a time for Griz fans to root for 
the blue and gold, it’s this weekend, as Eastern holds 
the advantage in conference.
Prediction: Cats slow down Jones, Eagles 
30–27
 
 
 
Northern Colorado (2–1) at Michigan 
State (3–0)
The Bears are doomed.
The Big Ten power Spartans of Michigan 
State are the most talked-about team in Amer-
ica this week, following their gripping overtime 
win over Notre Dame Saturday, and their head 
coach Mark Dantonio suffering a mild heart at-
tack hours later.
Good news for the Spartans: Dantonio was 
released from the hospital Tuesday and hopes to 
be on the sidelines in East Lansing this weekend.
Bad news for Northern Colorado: The Spar-
tans will look to make a statement and prove 
their legitimacy as a conference title contender.
Things aren’t all bad for the Bears, though, 
who have shown signs of offensive prowess 
thus far in the season. Junior quarterback Dylan 
Orms threw two touchdown passes and ran for 
two more to lead Northern Colorado to a vic-
tory over Idaho State on Saturday.
The Bears should score some points, as they 
are averaging 45 points a game so far. The Spar-
tans are probably too cocky for their own good 
following the brash yet wildly successful field goal 
fake that gave them the victory over the Irish. 
But FCS Bears are still no match for them.
Prediction: Spartans thwart the Bears 
56–17
Northern Arizona (1–1) at Idaho State 
(1–2)
Quarterback Michael Herrick leads the two-
headed monster in the backfield for NAU with 
him under center and freshman phenom Zach 
Bauman at running back. Though only briefly 
tested, Bauman has recorded five touchdowns 
in two games for Northern Arizona this season.
NAU is coming off a 41-20 pounding from in-
state big brother, Arizona State, and is looking to 
rebound and showcase its talent on a level play-
ing field in Idaho.
Following back-to-back road losses, Idaho 
State is excited at the prospect of playing on their 
own turf for homecoming.
Despite question marks on both sides of the 
ball, junior running back Tavoy Moore has kept 
the Bengals relevant and dangerous with his stel-
lar special-teams performance against Northern 
Colorado last weekend.
Moore returned the opening kick off 91 yards 
for a touchdown, added an 81-yard punt return 
for a score and finished with 237 return yards.
The Bengals, however, are still overmatched 
by the Bears, who are hoping to challenge for an 
elusive playoff spot in November.
Prediction: Lumberjacks ruin Bengals 
homecoming 55–21
UC Davis (1–2) at Weber State (1–2)
A blowout loss, an impressive win, and a huge 
conference upset have left the Weber State 
Wildcats searching for consistency.
Wildcat quarterback Cameron Higgins was 
shaky to say the least in Weber’s 24-17 loss to 
Sacramento State last weekend. Higgins com-
pleted a mere 50 percent of his passes, going 21 
of 42 for 253 yards with two touchdowns and 
an interception. He did, however, display leader-
ship qualities as he engineered a fourth quarter 
game-tying drive, capped by a touchdown strike 
to equalize the game at 17. Weber’s defense, 
however, was unable to stop the Hornets from 
taking the lead late in the fourth.
Despite opening the season with two embar-
rassing losses, UC Davis looks ready for their 
matchup in Ogden, Utah, as a prelude for the 
soon-to-be conference rivals.
The Aggies appeared to get on the right track 
with a 38-24 win over San Diego last weekend 
with speedy running back Josh Reese running 
for two touchdowns and versatile Randy Wright 
throwing for two more to lead UC Davis.
Weber State may not be as good as recent 
years, but will surely be enough to dominate the 
less-than-stellar Aggies
Prediction: Weber rolls at home 35–12
